
 

 

 

 

FIME Becomes First Lab to Achieve EMVCo  
Qualification in North America  

 

 

06 June 2013 – FIME America has become the first laboratory to achieve test bench qualification for 

EMVCo Contactless Card Level 1 in North America, authorizing the advanced testing provider to offer 

contactless card level 1 testing services for EMVCo members. The laboratory will service the needs of the 

United States (U.S.) market, as well as customers based in Canada and Latin America. 

 

EMVCo is the EMV standard body for credit and debit payment cards based on chip card technology. It has 

an established certification program to confirm products meet the requirements outlined in the EMV 

Specifications. This promotes increased levels of confidence that EMV products will perform as intended and 

ensure interoperability between payment devices. 

 

“With EMV Contactless being mandated by major payment schemes and the U.S. working towards its EMV 

migration deadlines, it is vital that on-the-ground EMV testing and certification can be offered,” explains 

Xavier Giandominici, Director at FIME America. “We are delighted to now have an EMVCo qualified test 

bench and to be able to offer these services on-site in Montreal, allowing us to meet the ever-growing 

demand from regionally-based customers. We believe that this investment will increase capacity and ensure 

shorter-testing cycles.” 

 

This announcement follows the opening of FIME’s U.S. office in San Francisco earlier this year. Pascal Le Ray, 

General Manager of FIME Group, adds: “With laboratories across Europe, Middle East and Africa, Asia and 

America, FIME has developed a vast knowledge and skills-base globally and recognizes the value of sharing 

expertise at this high level. Having local proximity to our customers, however, is key to truly understanding 

and engaging in local challenges and regional variations. We are dedicated to not only expanding our local 

footprint, but ensuring these operations offer the testing and certification services local stakeholders need.”   

 

Xavier concludes: “This is an exciting time for the payments industry in the U.S. as we transition to a chip-

based infrastructure, which can support advance payment methods and offer consumers the choice to make 

contactless mobile payments. FIME is already working with many of its customers to bring these innovative 

solutions to market.”   

http://www.fime.com/
http://www.fime.com/data/upload/P56_FIME%20Opens%20U.S.%20Office.pdf


 

 

 

FIME America partners with a number of leading schemes and industry bodies to provide certifications and 

enhance the secure chip ecosystem. FIME’s Montreal laboratory now offers American Express, Isis, 

MasterCard Mobile certifications as well as card and terminal testing for Discover Zip, Interac Dual Interface, 

STAR Certiflash and MasterCard PayPass™. FIME also contributes to the EMV Migration Forum initiative to 

share its secure chip knowledge and support the U.S. in streamlining its certification processes.  

 

- ENDS - 

For further media information, please contact Rob Peryer at iseepr: 

rob@iseepr.co.uk or on + 44 (0) 1943 468007 

 
Notes to editors:  
®EMV is a registered trademark in the U.S., and is an unregistered trademark in other countries, owned by EMVCo.  

For further information on EMVCo, visit www.emvco.com.  

About FIME  
FIME advances end-to-end transaction solutions and mobile services, enabling market security and interoperability. 
 
As an independent worldwide leader in consulting and testing services, FIME ensures the compliance of mobile devices 
and chip-based applications to industry standards. Its international team works with manufacturers, banks and 
authorities within the EMV payments, mobile near field communication (NFC), telecom, transport and e-identity 
sectors.  
 
FIME offers a local presence across America, Asia, Europe, Middle East and Africa, and India, through its team of over 
250 experts and consultants. Since 1995, FIME has expanded its global network of ISO 17025 accredited laboratories 
which provide official testing and certification services. FIME’s technical R&D expertise supports its customers’ 
technology implementations, accelerating time to market.   
 
FIME partners with leading schemes and industry bodies to provide certifications and enhance the secure chip 
ecosystem: ACT Canada, American Express, ANSSI, Calypso Networks Association, Discover, eftpos, EMVCo, First Data, 
French National RFID Centre (CNRFID), GIXEL, GlobalPlatform, GSMA, Interac, International Civil Aviation Organization 
(ICAO), Isis, JCB, MasterCard, NFC Forum, OSCar Consortium, Smart Card Alliance and Visa.  
www.fime.com | Twitter | LinkedIn 
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